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many as a child’s perseverance 

and passion for long-term goals 

and there has been no better 

model of dedication and perse-

verance than in their teach-

ers.  The school year is certainly 

a grind and our teachers, 

paraprofessionals, and counse-

lors continue to go above and 

beyond expectations to prepare 

and lead lessons related to con-

tent standards, social and char-

acter development, and perse-

verance.  Congratulations on 

another successful year and 

thank you for always putting 

your students first. 

Our administration, office staff, 

and custodians are already hard 

at work to prepare for the 2019-

2020 school year.  In addition to 

facilities projects, cleaning the 

school, building schedules, and 

preparing learning resources, we 

will also reflect on the challeng-

es that we faced in the previous 

school year and work hard to 

prepare our teachers to deliver 

meaningful, relevant, and engag-

ing instruction each and every 

day.  Again, this cannot be ac-

complished in isolation, but 

with the support of our school 

community, our students will 

develop the skills necessary to 

create a brighter tomorrow.   

I wish you all a restful and en-

joyable summer, and I look 

forward to seeing everyone back 

at VRS in September! 

The end of a school year brings 

different things to different 

people.  For some, there is ex-

citement for summer break and 

new beginnings, and for others 

there’s sadness to leave behind 

everything they’ve enjoyed dur-

ing the school year.  I see the 

closing of each school year as 

an opportunity to reflect on 

triumphs, tribulations, and the 

drive needed by so many to 

ensure success for all our stu-

dents.   

As I reflect, I’d first like to con-

gratulate our graduating 8th 

grade students and wish them 

all the best of luck in high 

school.  These kids have 

demonstrated a desire to suc-

ceed and they have been posi-

tive role models for those that 

will follow them. Although their 

time at the Valley Road School 

has come to an end, I hope that 

they all continue to carry with  

DC bound 8th graders waiting to leave 

for their trip. 

them the memories and friend-

ships they’ve made along the 

way.  We will miss each of you, 

and look forward to hearing 

about your future accomplish-

ments.   

It really is true that it takes a 

village to raise a child, and with 

that said, I would like to extend 

my sincerest thanks to our 

Home & School Association 

(HSA) for their continued sup-

port throughout each and every 

school year.   Without these 

parent volunteers and the pro-

fessional leadership of Mrs. 

Palermo and Mrs. Signorile, we 

would not be able to offer so 

many of the activities, pro-

grams, and celebrations that 

separates our school from so 

many others in a positive 

way.  This support was again 

demonstrated at the end of this 

school year with the HSA’s co-

ordination of the honor roll 

breakfast, middle school barbe-

que, attendance awards pro-

gram, and their fundraising ef-

forts to assist with the cost of 

student field trips.  Thank you 

for your continued support and 

dedication to our children and 

we look forward to the upcom-

ing ice cream social on Tuesday, 

September 3! 

The word ‘grit’ has often been 

used in recent years to describe 

a necessary characteristic that 

students need to reach their full 

potential.  Grit is described by 

REFLECTING ON A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR 
Steven Hagemann, Superintendent 973-347-0008 x4102 shagemann@stanhopeschools.org 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 September 3—Ice 
Cream Social, 5:00 PM 

 September 5—First 
Day of School for Stu-
dents 

 September 12—Back to 
School Night, 6:00 PM 

 September 18—BOE 
Meeting, 7:00 PM 

 October 14—Columbus 
Day Inservice—School 
Closed for Students 

 Octover 23—BOE 
Meeting, 7:00 PM 

 November 4-5—Parent 
Teacher Conferences; 
Early Dismissal Days 

 November 6—Early 
Dismissal Day 

 November 7-8—
NJEA Convention—
School Closed 

 November 28-29—
Thanksgiving Break 
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tive Hallway were supported by our 

Home and School Association (HSA). 

These additions have been a delight, 

putting smiles on many of our stu-

dents' faces 

and keep-

ing them 

even more 

actively 

engaged.  

Looking 

back at this 

amazing 

year, I 

fondly 

think of all 

the faces 

encoun-

tered in 

September 

and how 

much each and every one of them has 

matured in conversation and interac-

tions, up until this moment. It makes 

me look forward to next year as I en-

vision the great things we can contin-

ue to accomplish together as we move 

ahead.  

I truly appreciate this opportunity and 

PRINCIPAL’S PRINCIPLES:  Looking Back to Look Ahead 
Alicia L. Finklea-DiCataldo, Principal 973-347-0008 x4106 afinklea-dicataldo@stanhopeschools.org 

As we begin to settle in and enjoy the 

change of pace that only summer can 

bring, we bid farewell to another 

school year. The 2018-2019 school 

year has come 

to an end and 

it is the per-

fect time to 

reflect on all 

that has been 

accomplished 

together. This 

school year 

has proven to 

be a success-

ful one with 

many new 

programs 

being initiated: 

Positive Be-

havior Inter-

vention System #WeAreVRS (PBIS), 

Fun Friday, New Student Luncheon, 

Girls on the Run (GOTR), Robotics, 

Computer Science, NJ STEM Month, 

Art Show, Community Cares Closet, 

Pet Therapy Reading and the Stan-

hope Track Team, just to name a few!  

In addition, to these great programs 

both our new playground and Interac-

       

IS THIS COOL OR WHAT?! 

Valley Road School students,     

Michael Kmec and Raymond 

Fromme proudly represented our 

school at a Town Hall Meeting about 

underage drinking, facilitated by The 

Center for Prevention & Counseling. 

The students were recognized for 

their posters promoting the theme, 

“Life Is Your Journey. Travel Al-

cohol-Free”. 

  

 

Pictured above, Michael Kmec, second from right, 

with his family. 

 

 

 

Raymond Fromme, second from right with his 

family at the Town Hall Meeting 

your continued support within my 

first full year as a Principal. I couldn’t 

feel more proud of our students, staff 

and community! As we end the year 

for summer break know that it is just a 

pause in something great, a time of 

reflection, for restoration and an op-

portunity to cherish the memories that 

we have made. Wishing you all a safe 

summer full of joy and laughter. See 

you in September! 

Highlights of impressive inaugural track 

season shown left. 

 

VRS Students demonstrate STEM projects 

during STEM month 
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CLASS OF  2015 

Anthony Oliveri, scores his first state 

tournament goal against Hawthorne, 

last October.  

GOOOOOOAL !!!!!! 

 

 

are also chemical treatments for yards 
that can be used by homeowners or 
professionals to greatly decrease the 
population of ticks in the area.  
2. Use Repellent: Products contain-
ing DEET (N, N-diethyl-m-
toluamide) in concentrations of 20-
30% can be used on exposed skin and 
clothing for protection that can last 
for several hours. (Also helpful for 
mosquitos!) Avoid hands, eyes and 
mouth and always follow product 
directions. Permethrin (0.5%) can be 
used on clothing, shoes and gear 
(backpacks, tents etc.) to help repel 
ticks as well. It will last for several 
washings but should not be placed 
directly on skin.  
3. Tick Checks: Check yourself for 
ticks after you’ve been outside. Use a 
mirror to view all areas. Pay close at-
tention to hair, ears, armpits, waist, 
belly button, groin and behind knees. 
Remove all ticks you find right away. 
Check children, gear and pets as well. 
Ticks can hitch a ride inside on some-
thing else and find you later. Shower-
ing as soon as possible after being 
outside (best if done within 2 hours) 
helps wash loose ticks away. Place 
items in the dryer (on high heat) or in 
the sun to kill any ticks you may have 

missed. If the tick has attached, use 
tweezers to grip the tick as close as 
possible to the surface of the skin. Pull 
straight away from the skin with a 
steady, even pressure and avoid twist-
ing or jerking motions that can cause 
the tick to break. Then clean the area 
with rubbing alcohol or soap and wa-
ter. Do not cover a tick with nail 
polish or vaseline and do not use heat 
to make it detach. Dispose of live ticks 
by drowning them in alcohol, wrap-
ping them in tape or placing them in 
an airtight container or bag. Never 
crush them and always wash your 
hands after touching them. Watch for 
signs of illness (eg. fever or rash or flu
-like symptoms) in the days and weeks 
following the bite and see your doctor 
if illness occurs. Remember...being 
aware of ticks and 
taking extra steps to 
avoid them can 
greatly reduce your 
chances of getting a 
tick-borne illness. 
Enjoy your summer!!  
If you have any questions or con-
cerns please contact me at  
973-347-0008 ext. 4110 or 
jfrank@stanhopeschools.org  

Ticks are small spider-like creatures 
that live off the blood of other ani-
mals. Different species of ticks can be 
found throughout the world. In New 
England several species of ticks are 
common. They are the Black-legged 
tick, American dog tick, brown dog 
tick and the Lone Star tick. All of 
them will bite humans and are capable 
of transmitting disease. They can be 
found at anytime of year but are most 
active in warmer months (April-
September). To reduce the risk of 
getting bit (and sick) from a tick here 
are 3 easy steps you can take.  
1. Avoidance: Not as easy as it 
sounds. Ticks prefer the shade and are 
likely to be found in wooded areas and 
high grass. They often wait with their 
front legs out for something to pass 
by that they can grab on to but they 
can travel (often on pets) and find 
you. Stay on cleared paths when walk-
ing in the woods, keep grass trimmed 
and remove leaf litter in yards. Use 
mulch along the edge of your lawn 
and play areas as it acts like a barrier 
that ticks tend not to cross. Landscape 
with items that deter deer and rodents 
who can carry ticks into your yard and 
treat pets with tick prevention prod-
ucts made specifically for them. There 

KEEPING IT HEALTHY:  Tricks for Ticks! 
Jessica Frank, RN, BSN   973-347-0008 x4110 jfrank@stanhopeschools.org  
 

By Mrs. Grube and Mrs. Marra 

Stars were born on the stage at Valley 

Road School! The kindergarten classes 

performed "The Three Little Pigs" for 

their families, as well as students in 

first, second, and third grades, on May 

24, 2019. They did an awesome job 

memorizing their lines and projecting 

their voices with expression. After the 

play, perform-

ers celebrated 

with a cast 

party in their 

classrooms. 

Way to go, 

kindergarten! 

       * * *  

 

               Our 1st and 2nd Graders’ 

artwork is displayed during the Spring Art Show. 

 

IT’S ELEMENTARY:  What’s new from K, 1, and 2 
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Chargers Battle it Out at County-
wide Reading Competition! 
by Mrs. Fehir and Ms. Pipher 
Monday, June 3 marked the fifth year 
that Valley Road School competed in 
the annual Battle of the Books county 
competition held at Franklin Elemen-
tary School. Battle of the Books is an 
academic club showcasing a child's 
ability to read books geared towards 
his/her age group and answer trivia 
style questions in a culminating team 
competition. Teams are made up of 3-
6 members who meet on a regular  
basis to discuss and share book  
knowledge. Each member is responsi-
ble for becoming an expert on the 
books chosen from the list. Many 
students decide to read all 15 books! 
This year, a total of eight teams rang-
ing from grades 5-8 competed in the 
2019 county competition. The Stan-
hope students placed third in the 
grade 5 category, and the seventh-

grade team placed second in the grade 
7&8 category, after going into six 
rounds of sudden death.  Next year's 
club meetings will start around Octo-
ber for grades 5-8, so come ready to 
read!  
 

Riveting Research 
by Mrs. Fehir and Mrs. Snyder 
This spring, grades 6, 7, and 8 em-

barked on research projects in their 

Language Arts classes. They were 

taught to research reliable sources, 

take notes using MLA citations, organ-

ize their thoughts into an outline, and 

create a final research paper complete 

with a works cited page. As a further 

learning activity, the students were 

asked to create a multi-media presen-

tation showcasing their research. This 

was then presented to their peers so 

everyone was able to learn something 

new. The sixth grade tackled the 

topic, Rank the Top 3. In this case, they 

had to select something of interest to 

them, pick the top 3 (best or worst) in 

the category, and rank them in order 

of importance, based on their re-

search. Various sources were encour-

aged to research such as books, arti-

cles, and videos. The students were 

impressive in their selection of topics 

such as the top three poisonous mush-

rooms, top three best water slides, and 

the top three worst ship disasters in 

history. The seventh grade, as man-

dated by the state of NJ, studied the 

Holocaust. They participated in litera-

ture circles, learning about the lives of 

the victims, then chose from a list of 

topics such as the Hitler Youth, Nazi 

Propaganda, or the WWII ghettos, to 

research and take notes. Their presen-

tation consisted of several pictures and 

information explaining their topic, 

along with the impact it had during 

that time period. The eighth grade 

recently completed reading Inherit the 

Wind, a play based on the 1925 Scopes 

Monkey Trial. They ventured to re-

search a famous trial from a selected 

list. From note-taking to the final 

draft, students learned much about the 

trial and crime they researched, and its 

impact on the future of our nation. 

Through their findings, they were able 

to determine a thesis of whether or 

not justice was served. It is our hope 

that by providing the students with a 

solid background of research skills, 

they will be well prepared for their 

high school years of research in the 

multiple academic disciplines. We are 

proud of them!  

ly members. Students toured the Post 

Office, purchased stamps and mailed 

their letters.  We also had the oppor-

tunity to visit Dr. Janice Thompson-

Withanachchi at Stanhope Family 

Dentistry, where students were given a 

tour of the office and instruction in 

dental care. Additional experiences 

included visits to PNC Bank and 

Home Depot. Our program also in-

cluded a tour of the Stanhope Police 

Department given by Detective John-

son and Officer Hickman. They gra-

ciously provided students with hands 

on learning exploration of police 

by Mrs. Morgan, Ms. Waldron, Ms. 

Mason, Mr. Ruschmeyer 

Our self-contained programs have 

been busy participating in a variety of 

community based instruction experi-

ences. Functional and socio-academic 

skills were developed through multiple 

trips within our community.   

At the Byram ShopRite, students navi-

gated the store, purchased items using 

previously created lists and interacted 

with employees. Items purchased were 

then used to create recipes.  Prior to 

our visit to the Stanhope Post Office, 

the students composed letters to fami-

equipment and vehicles and fostered 

positive police/community relation-

ships. Lastly, our students visited E. 

Louise Child’s Memorial Library. They 

discovered another avenue where 

books and other media can be obtained 

through library exploration. They re-

ceived library cards and practiced using 

them to borrow materials. Our initial 

year of implementing CBI has been a 

successful one. It has allowed our stu-

dents to see what is available to them in 

the community and has allowed the 

community to experience the successes 

of our students.  

COMMUNITY BASED INSTRUCTION:  Adventures in CBI! 

BACK HALL HAPPENINGS—Middle School 
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Alyssa Canfield*—MP3, MP4 
Luisa Rios—MP4 

Honor Roll 
Sixth Grade 
Joel Berkowicz—MP3, MP4 
Lucinda Clauson—MP3, MP4 
Jenna Curiotto—MP3 
Nathan Gonzalez—MP3 
Aliyah Heins—MP3 
Peter Kay—MP3, MP4 
Kelly Morales—MP3, MP4 
Ashley Mueller—MP3, MP4 
Riely O’Brien—MP3, MP4 
Austin O’Connor—MP4 
Iann Proano—MP3, MP4 

High Honor Roll 
Sixth Grade 
Shea Ewer—MP3, MP4 
Nathan Gonzalez—MP4 
Lucas Granada—MP3, MP4 
Samantha Krauklis—MP3, MP4 
Sean Palermo—MP3, MP4 
Santiago Valencia—MP4 

Seventh Grade 
Amira Abdallah—MP3, MP4 
Brooke Baisley—MP3, MP4 
Ava Madonna—MP3 

Eighth Grade 
Kayla Bhagaloo*—MP3 

Madelyn Schuddeboom—MP3 
Michael Signorile—MP3, MP4 
Santiago Valencia—MP3 
Seventh Grade 
Leigha Arnott—MP4 
Sydney Durand—MP4 
Lindsay Fehir—MP3, MP4  
Ysela Gomez—MP3, MP4 
Avinash Goyal—MP3, MP4 
Mary Hallowich—MP3 
Jayden Kappes—MP3, MP4 
Caitlin Leyson—MP4 
Ava Madonna—MP4 
Sila Sara Ozbay—MP3, MP4 
Pablo Portillo—MP4 

HONOR ROLL:  Marking Periods 3 and 4 *[achieving honor roll status for three years] 

Under Construction in Fourth 

Grade by Mrs. Benedetto             

and Mrs. Mayhood 

Fourth Graders constructed airplanes, 

racecars, and frames during a visit 

from Home Depot Associates.  

Clean Ocean Action (COA) Spring 

Student Summit by Mrs. Morrison 

and Ms. Pipher 

Over 400 students and teachers from 

northern and central NJ schools had 

the chance to be scientists for a day in 

an outside classroom at COA’s 31st 

Annual Spring Student Summit at 

Sandy Hook. Students experienced 

hands-on marine environmental edu-

cation by participating in a roundtable 

of activities and interactive field trips. 

From holding a horseshoe crab to 

water sampling, the students got an up

-close and personal look at the NJ 

coastal environment. Students from 

the Marine Academy of Science and 

Technology served as peer teachers 

for the roundtable of activities. Natu-

ralists and other education profession-

als offered their expertise as leaders 

for the field activities. The weather 

was beautiful and after all that learn-

ing, the day ended with lunch on the 

beach.  

BACK HALL HAPPENINGS—Grades 4 and 5 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  Diversity Club Kermes (Carnival) 

by Mrs. Connelly                           

On Tuesday, June 11, the Diversity 

Club held its third annual Kermes 

(Carnival) on the blacktop at the 

school. Students this year prepared 

cultural games and foods for the 

event. The theme was a Kermes -- a 

festival from Guatemala with unique 

foods and attractions.                                      

The attractions included water balloon 

toss with grade-appropriate trivia, 

trompos, baleros, soccer ball (fútbol) 

kicks, piñatas, bean bag toss, donut 

drop, and more games designed by the 

children. Some of the delicious foods 

that were served included: tacos, tosta-

das, salsa, guacamole, chips, and some 

sweets like frozen chocolate covered 

marshmallows.                                   

It was a beautiful day, although a bit 

breezy, and everyone had a delightful 

time. Thank you to the parents who 

helped out with the Kermes. The Di-

versity Club is comprised of students 

from grades 3 to 5 and was designed 

to promote cultural and global aware-

ness. Throughout the year students 

met every Tuesday after school, where 

they learned about various cultures 

and and customs.  

Juliana Ramirez—MP4 
Ella Smith-Christie—MP3, MP4 
Ryan Stricchiola—MP3, MP4 
Mia Vergano—MP3, MP4 
Cooper Yowe—MP3 
Eighth Grade 
Calvin Balogh—MP3 
Kayla Bhagaloo*—MP4 
Madelyn Davies*—MP3, MP4  
Ava Kattermann—MP4 
Naheel Naeem—MP4 
Luisa Rios—MP3 

Jared Scharfstein*—MP3, MP4 
Krista Wihlborg*—MP3, MP4 
Jason Worthington—MP3 
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Musical Notes 
By Ms. Marshall 
The band and chorus students in 
grades 6-8 performed for judges on 
May 17. Both groups worked very 
hard and achieved excellent ratings. 
After their performances, they enjoyed 
the rides at Dorney Park. Many par-
ents joined us and helped make the 
day a success.  
The band and chorus students, along 
with the third and fourth grades, per-
formed very well in the Spring Con-
cert on May 31. Sara, Samantha, and 
Sydney created movements for the 
chorus. Samantha created a clock for 
our finale and Aaron made a "USA" 
sign. Ysela, Kelly, Ashley, Joel, Iann, 
Max, Samantha, and Jenna did a won-
derful job helping the beginner band 
students. The concert included an art 
show by Miss Sweeney who displayed 

the amazing artistic talent in our 
school. Great job everyone! (The pic-
ture, shown bottom left, was taken on 
our trip to Dorney Park.)  
  
Artists in Residence 
By Miss Sweeney 
This year Valley Road School hosted 

its very own Art Show! Throughout 

the school year, VRS students worked 

hard in their art classes to create in-

credible masterpieces. During the final 

weeks of May, students in grades K-8 

had their artwork displayed through-

out the hallways of Valley Road 

School. Families, friends, and commu-

nity members were invited to view the 

artwork on Friday, May 31st, in con-

junction with the Spring Concert. It 

was a night of the arts as families and 

community members enjoyed 

music and visual arts. Our Art 

Show celebrated the hard work 

of our students and promoted 

the visual arts program at VRS. 

We hope to make the Art Show 

an annual tradition at Valley 

Road School!  

 

Creative dog  images on display, right, during 

the Spring Concert & Art Show. 

 

                                                 

 
Calvin J. Balogh 
Kayla Bhagaloo 

Alyssa Marie Canfield 
D’Angelo James Castellana 

Madelyn Paige Davies 
Frank H. Domingues 
Angelo C. Fortunato 
Darrian Lee Garrido 
Bradley Ryan Harris 

Maha Iftikhar 
Alexander Kaczynski 

Ava Giselle Kattermann  

 

 

        Naheel Ahmed Naeem  

Shawna K. O’Brien 
Alexander Ramirez 
Luisa Rios-Cantor 

Jared Stuart Scharfstein  
Jimena Torres 

Jayson Michael Vanegas 
Daniela Lucia Velarde 

Krista Wihlborg 
Jason Nathaniel Worthington, Jr. 
Dominique Salma Zambrano C. 

Panagiotis M. Ziakos  

CONGRATULATIONS Valley Road Class of 2019! 

VALLEY ROAD STUDENTS HAVE TALENT! 
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Class of 2015—Ryan Henry: Head-
ing off to Purdue University in Indi-
ana. He will continue playing trom-
bone in a Purdue University band 
TBD after his audition.  Arkael 
Kernizan:  2019 All Herald Boys 
Track & Field First Team—100m 
Hurdles; Upset winner at HWS meet 
with 15.30 mark; Section I, Group 2 
title with 15.10 score. Class of 2016—
Saige Berkowicz: Named to 2018 All
-Herald Field Hockey First Team for 

Class of 2012 
Was it Patrick 
Henry who 
said, “Give me 
Bass, or give 
me Death”?  
Perhaps not, 
but he 
(pictured left) is 
having loads of 
fun competing on THE Ohio State 
University Bass Fishing team.  

her 6 shutouts in 12 wins and 8-0 divi-
sion record!  Macie Stricchiola: Had 
6 goals against North Warren giving 
LVHS lacrosse one of its wins back in 
April;  Named to the 2019 All-Herald 
Team. Class of 2017—Ken Ramirez: 
His pitching outing for Lenape gave 
the team the win in the NJSIAA Tour-
ney against Demarest. 
Observed at a Lenape Valley Girls’ 
Basketball game:  All 5 players on the 
court were VRS Alumni.  Well done.        

ALUMNI NEWS:  We are proud of you all! 

By Mrs. Henry 

A second grade parent asked a simple 

question, “How can I help students 

that don’t have books get some?” 

That was enough to get Mrs. Jaust, 

Mrs. Henry, and the Second Grade 

thinking and springing into action. 

They came up with the idea of in-

stalling Little Free Libraries on Stan-

hope Schools’ properties. Second 

grade students and their teachers at-

tended a Board Meeting where they 

shared a Google Slide Presentation 

that resulted from student research 

and class discussions. In case you 

don’t know what a Little Free Library 

is, basically it is a weather proof box 

that is filled with books and placed 

outside where it is easily accessible by 

the public. Patrons simply go to the 

box to take a book, leave a book, or 

do both whenever they feel like it. 

There are no official sign outs, due 

dates, late fees, lost book penalties, or 

library cards needed. It is set up to 

promote a community of book sharers 

so that books are readily available to 

anyone who wants them 24/7, 365 

days of the year. Currently, 3 Little 

Free Libraries are in the process of 

being built to be placed on school 

grounds. Mr. Hagemann is building 

the first one, to be placed by the Nick         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Work progresses on the Little Free Library for Linden 

Avenue School shown above. 

 

bench on the playground. It is going 

there because students requested hav-

ing easy access to books when they are 

outside at lunchtime. A second one is 

going to be built by a family that heard 

about what 2nd grade is doing, and 

offered to fully fund and build one 

unit. This one is going to be placed 

out in front of the building. The rea-

son for that placement is another di-

rect request from students to have 

books easily accessible for times when 

they are dropped off early or are wait-

ing to be picked up. A third one is 

being built by Mr. & Mrs. Henry to be 

placed in front of the Linden Avenue 

School. This way students on the oth-

er side of the highway can easily have 

access to free books too. We are hop-

ing to have these libraries set up in 

early summer so free books are availa-

ble during summer vacation. Looking 

forward, we are hoping to get more 

Little Free Libraries built in many 

locations throughout town, so that in 

the end, ALL children in Stanhope 

have a unit near their home where 

they can access books whenever they 

feel like it. If you would like to help 

with bringing the Little Free Libraries 

to Stanhope Schools and throughout 

Stanhope, contact Mrs. Henry at 

khenry@stanhopeschools.org or Mrs. 

Jaust at mjaust@stanhopeschools.org. 

Thank you for any assistance you may 

give second grade in this literacy en-

deavor!  

* * * 

COMING SOON TO STANHOPE SCHOOLS . . . Little Free Libraries! 

ANNUAL RECOGNITIONS 

Valley Road School 

Teacher of the Year 

Leif Ruschmeyer 

Educational Services Professional 
of the Year 

Bonnie Gutwein 

Superintendents’ Student 
Roundtable Award Winner 

Alyssa Canfield 



District Office 

24 Valley Road 

Stanhope, NJ  07874 

 

Phone: 973-347-0008 

Fax: 973-347-8368 

Steven T. Hagemann, Superintendent 

Alicia L. Finklea-DiCataldo, Principal 

 

 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS 

7:00 PM 

Regularly the Third Wednesday of the 

Month (check school calendar for updates) 

 

STANHOPE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Creating Stanhope’s Future… 
One Child At A Time! 

 

Fo l l ow  us  on  Tw i t t e r  

&  Ins t agram:   

@StanhopeVRS  

rent findings indicate that movement 

facilitates language and learning in 

children. Movement has also been 

used to help students with self-

regulation and mindfulness. The hall-

way was 

unveiled in 

April and is 

located 

between the 

art and mu-

sic class-

rooms. 

Since then, 

the hallway 

has received glowing reviews from the 

students at the school.  Grace Wise-

man (1st grade) expressed, “I really do 

like it [because] it helps you get exer-

cise to keep your body working.” 

Zackary Bourdette (1st grade) com-

mented that the hallway is “awesome” 

because there are different paths that 

you can take to complete it. Ayden 

Bruner (2nd grade) enjoys using the 

hallway “because it gets your brain off 

of work for a little bit.” The sensory 
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Thanks to support from the Stanhope 

Home School Association, our stu-

dents are enjoying a new and exciting 

sensory hallway. But what is a sensory 

hallway? It is a space designed to en-

courage and facilitate students’ gross 

and fine motor movement. Sensory 

hallways have received a great amount 

of attention recently. You may have 

seen them trending on social media or 

showcased 

on the news. 

They have 

also been the 

subject of 

much re-

search. Such 

research 

inspired the 

occupational 

and speech 

therapists at 

our school to pursue this project. Cur-

hallway is 

popular not 

only with 

these young 

learners, but 

also with the 

middle 

school stu-

dents. Rosa-

bella 

Errichetti 

(6th grade) 

expressed 

that the hallway “helps to improve 

your mood.” Frank Domingues (8th 

grade) commented that it is fun to 

move around in the hallway during a 

break. Jimena Torres (8th grade) 

added that, “the hallway catches peo-

ple’s attention.” She expressed, “it 

brightens people’s day if they’re feel-

ing gloomy” and would like to see 

more sensory activities throughout the 

school. Whether they are on their way 

to therapy or class, the students can-

not help but smile when they stomp, 

spin, and hop through the hallway.  
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